
August 18, 2021

Staff Spotlight
Assistant Principal, Ms. Anne Blackburn
Hello, Monaco family! My name is Anne Blackburn, and I am the new Assistant Principal. Education is the 
best career in the world. What a privilege it is to be partnered with families in helping young people grow 
and learn; there simply is nothing better. My students used to ask me what I would be other than a 
teacher, and the only thing I would love almost as much as this job is to live on an animal sanctuary!

My first career wasn’t education, though. For as long as I can remember, I have been in love with 
words--with the written language. There was never a time in my life when I didn’t love to write, want to 
write, and love to read what others wrote. Stories form the core of who I am, how I learn, how I teach, and 
how I lead. I wrote my first poem at age five, and the love affair with words continues to this day. So it’s no 
surprise that I went into a career centered around stories. I graduated from the University of Kansas with a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism and minors in English, psychology, child development, and history. My 
track was broadcasting, and I started off my career in radio and television news but then went into 
advertising, public relations positions, and finally, as  a reporter for a large daily newspaper, where I had 
the beautiful honor of being able to meet fascinating people and tell their stories. 

I pursued education as a second career after my kids were teenagers. I started teaching English and 
social studies in incarceration facilities. Since then, I’ve taught in charter and public schools and have 
worked with students in grades 5-12, but the majority of my teaching years were spent in middle school 
language arts. A master’s degree in education administration soon followed, and my journey led me to a 
5-8 middle school and a K-12 school, and finally, to Adams 14. This is my third year at Adams 14, and I 
grow more in love with the people every day.

My most important job title, though, has been Mama. I have a son and a daughter - both grown now - who 
live overseas. My son is a university professor and researcher in African literature and linguistics, and my 
daughter works in global business management for a German company. Both are multilingual and world 
travelers, which comes as no surprise to me. My father immigrated to the United States before I was born; 
I grew up the youngest in a large family, and my lens of the world has always been a wide one. Being 
surrounded by various languages, religions, food, and cultural celebrations was my normal. 

In my free time, you’ll find me out in my gardens, on a hiking trail, or sitting on a lake in my kayak. I love to 
explore Colorado with my golden retriever and travel whenever I can. 
I am beyond excited to be here, and I can’t wait to see what wonderful events, experiences, and growth 
our students will experience. Thank you for entrusting your most precious possession to us. We know you 
have a choice, and you chose Monaco. Thank you for being part of this incredible story here in Adams 14. 
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Contact Info
Our Main Line 

303-287-0307
Fax:

303-287-0308
Website:
https://monaco.adams14.net/

Mr. Green (Principal)
rgreen@adams14.org

Ms. Blackburn (Asst. Principal)
ablackburn@adams14.org

Ms. Wendy (Secretary)
303-287-0307

Ms. Elena (Health Clerk)
303-853-5937

Ms. Ingrid (Attendance Liaison)
303-853-5905

Ms. Valentina (Parent Liaison)

303-853-5935

SCHOOL HOURS

First Bell 8:10 AM
Tardy Bell 8:20 AM
Dismissal 3:30 PM

Reminders
Apparel: When your child has P.E., please 
make sure they bring appropriate footwear to 
best participate in the activities and to avoid 
injury.

Water:  Please make sure your child brings a 
water bottle daily to ensure they stay 
hydrated. 

Technology-Please make sure your child’s 
district-issued device and charger make it 
back to school each day.

Free and Reduced Lunch Forms-If you have 
not yet filled out a form, please do so ASAP.  
This helps us with our funding!
Click here to apply online:  English

Student Handbook-English

Breakfast/Lunch Calendar-
Click here: August English

South Parking Lot:  We lock the gate at 8:00 
AM for the student’s safety.  Please do NOT 
use the teacher’s parking lot as a drop off or 
pick-up zone.

Upcoming Events
Picture Day: Monday August 23rd
School Closed: September 6, 2021 Labor Day
School Closed: September 13, 2021 Teacher    
Professional Day

https://monaco.adams14.net/
https://bit.ly/2VDKTQm
https://adams14.net/adams-14-student-policy-handbook-2018-19_english/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OKm0QJVc7pCAWfAFnZZOLUxyJaDB8-Jx/view?usp=sharing
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Staff Messages
Kindergarten

This week in kindergarten we are learning how to make friends, follow directions and hold our pencil. We are also 
learning about the letter C and how to write numbers 1-5. We enjoy singing new songs and learning how to be 
students. We are learning school routines like lining up, taking our turn, playground rules, and how to get our 
supplies so we are ready to learn.

First Grade

As we’ve settled back into school we have been discussing and learning class expectations and routines. For 
social-emotional well being, first graders have been practicing identifying their emotions and exploring tools and 
strategies that help us self-regulate. In literacy, we have been reviewing the alphabet names and sounds, 
practicing blending short words, writing our names, and listening for comprehension during Read-Alouds. In math, 
we have been focusing on subitizing (recognizing quantities quickly, like on dice or dominoes), starting at any 
number and counting on (12, 13, 14…), identifying numerals 0-20, and using drawings to solve story addition 
problems within 10. We are so excited to be working with this wonderful group of 1st graders this year! 

Warmly,
Ms. Mintz & Ms. Renna

Second Grade

Your 2nd grade teachers are Ms.Certain and Mrs. Kremer, we have a combined experience of 20 years teaching. 
Mrs. Kremer has taught at Monaco for 10 years! She taught 5th grade for eight years and this is her second year 
in 2nd grade. Ms.Certain has taught at Monaco for four years. She has taught special education and 1st grade.  
We have a strong passion for teaching and believe that school should be an engaging environment for every 
student. We will be focusing on academic growth, increased self confidence, and improved social skills.

Third Grade

Hello from 3rd grade! We are so excited to be back for the new school year. We are working hard in math on 
multiplication and addition and writing equations. In literacy we are reading about different cultures and how 
they contribute to our community. We are focusing on asking and answering questions and using the text to 
support our answers. There are a lot of resources on clever for extra practice at home. Please remember to pack 
chromebooks, chargers, and water bottles every day to be ready for an awesome time in 3rd Grade!

Fourth Grade

Fourth grade has been working so hard these first two weeks of school!  We have spent many days 
building relationships and our classroom communities. The fourth grade students have dived into 
literacy, math, and science. We have started learning about expository texts in our literacy classes. In 
math, your students are working on understanding place value.  Science has already been a huge hit! 
Weathering and erosion seem to be a topic of interest. Please keep in touch with your student's 
teacher if you have any questions or concerns. We are here to help!

Fifth Grade

The fifth grade team of Ms. Allison and Mrs. Baeza are so excited to welcome the Monaco Mustangs class of 
2022 to 5th grade. Together we have almost 25 years of teaching experience and a real passion for watching 
students grow. We are going to have an exciting year having fun and working hard to get ready for the transition 
to middle school next year. We respect parents as the first teachers of their children and would love to hear 
from you if you have any questions, comments, or concerns about your student’s progress. We are hoping that 
together we can make this a fabulous year for our students.
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Art

To begin the new school year each student in art is contributing to a whole school 
artwork that will be displayed in the hallway outside the art room. Students are 
getting familiar again with what it means to be an artist and tapping into their 
minds to think creatively. 

PE 

This year in PE, our students will be developing skills that will help them 
participate in a variety of physical activities. Our students will get the 
opportunity to experience these different types of physical activity with a focus 
on self positivity and peer encouragement. While our physical skills are very 
important, the larger focus this year in PE is the understanding that everyone's 
best is different and that we are all learning all the time. 

Music

"Monaco Mustangs have begun to make beautiful music! All Monaco students will 
have the opportunity to sing, play instruments and move in the music classroom 
this year. We will be going over routines and expectations for this "new" space in 
the first few lessons and then our first unit will be about Beat in Kindergarten 
and first grades, and Rhythm and Meter in grades 2-5. Please stay tuned for 
more information about After-school music clubs for 2nd-5th grades that will 
begin as soon as possible this Fall!" 

Paraprofessionals

Our Instructional Para team at Monaco wants to welcome back our students and 
wish them a successful and exciting school year.  Our lunch and recess times have 
been going very well so far.  If bringing a healthy lunch please make sure to 
include most of the main food groups with your lunch only.  We discourage 
bringing any sugary drinks or foods like soda or chips.  We are having lots of fun 
at recess and focusing on how to stay safe and be kind while outside.  Please 
remember not to bring any personal items like toys or balls from home out to 
recess.  Also, dress appropriately for the weather with appropriate footwear.  
The students will need to bring a clean water bottle with them to refill because 
we no longer have water fountains, we are now using bottle fill stations.   We 
appreciate your cooperation in helping to make this an exciting and successful 
school year.
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Special Ed

     The Integrated Services Team (special education) is so excited for our new school year! 
We are made up of three learning specialists (special education teachers): Rebecca Taggart, 
Marci Brewster, and Laura Newell. We also have two wonderful paraprofessionals working with 
our team. Their names are La Crea Dixon and Gloria Stackhouse. In addition to our academic 
support, we are lucky to have Susan DeBrunner, our school psychologist, Gina Smith and Molly 
Short, our Occupational Therapist (and OT assistant), and a speech and language teacher who 
will be joining our team shortly. As a team, we work within the classroom and in small groups to 
support students daily. 

     While Ms. Brewster and Ms. Taggart work with students around the school, Ms. Newell 
works with students in the Affective Needs (AN) Program, where they work together to learn 
new academic and social/emotional skills. The Integrated Services team at Monaco is 
dedicated to working with students to build academic, social, and emotional skills that help to 
foster a love for growth and learning across all areas of our daily lives. 

Here's to a fantastic 2021-2022 school year at Monaco! Go Mustangs! 

 School Psychologist

"Ms. Debrunner has been working as a School Psychologist since 1994, and enjoys working with 
children, families and educators.  School Psychologists work to reduce barriers to student 
learning in the academic setting.  Social, emotional, and behavioral student difficulties may be 
addressed by school psychologists.  School Psychologists also help identify students with 
disabilities to help students improve outcomes in social, academic and life skills in the school, 
community and future work settings. 

 

This year, Monaco Elementary is partnering with the Griffith Center and the therapist will be 
at our school several days a week, so she will be able to support students during the school 
day.  This counseling support is available for students' experiencing trauma, grief, anxiety, 
depression, and adjustment issues.  If you are interested in this support for your child, please 
contact Susan Debrunner, School Psychologist, (sdebrunner@adams14.org) so that she may 
make a referral to the Griffith Center.  Have a great school year!"


